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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Applicant's Amendment 

1. Based upon the examiner initiated interview Dated 12-20-2004, examiner presents 
and examiner's amendment to the claims. 

2. Examiner withdraws all rejections to all claims. 

3. Examiner notes that on 12-20-2005 applicant's representative James Howard (39715) 
authorized payment from account 500481 to pay for a one-month extension of time (this is 
also noted on included form PTO-413B. 



Examiner's Amendment 
4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
James Howard (reg. number 39715) on 12-8-2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 has been amended. 

Claim 1 . (Currently amended) An alert control method in a mobile telephone equipment 
having an alert function, comprising: 

registering a name of a person in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone 
equipment by inputting and storing a predetermined time interval associated with said person; 



storing a last-communication time related to a said name of said a person in said a 
phonebook database in said mobile telephone equipment immediately after the termination of 
a telephone call to or from said person with said mobile telephone equipment ; 

continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time that has passed is 

greater than or less than said predetermined time interval based upon a comparison of the 
elapsed amount of time value and said predetermined time interval; and 

calculating an amount of tim e that ha s e laps e d sinc e s aid last communication tim e ; 

d e termining wh e th e r said amount of tim e that has e laps e d sinc e said last 
communication tim e e xc ee d s a pr e det e rmin e d tim e interval; and 

alerting wh e n the user of said mobile telephone equipment based uopn the 
determination that said elapsed amount of time that has passed is greater than said 
predetermined time interval it is d e t e rmin e d that th e pr e d e termin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d 
by said amount of tim e s inc e th e last communication tim e. 
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Claims 2-3 have been cancelled. 
Claim 8 has been amended. 

Claim 8. (Currently amended) An alert control method in a mobile telephone equipment 
having an alert function, comprising: 

registering a name of a person in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone 
equipment by inputting and storing a predetermined time interval associated with at least one of 
a plurality of persons; 

storing a last-communication time related to said a name of each of a plurality of persons 
in a phon e book databas e in said mobile telephone equipment immediately after the termination 
of a telephone call to or from said at least one of a plurality of persons with said mobile 
telephone equipment ; 

dividing the plurality of persons into at least one group; 

determining a before-alert time interval for each of the at least one group, wherein the 
before-alert time interval is a time interval during which communication with a person in a group 
is not made before alerting; 

continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said at least one of a plurality of persons has been registered for 

an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said at least one of a 

plurality of persons; 
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calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed e lap se d since said 

last-communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 
greater than or less than said before-alert time interval based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount of time value and said before-alert time interval; 

d e t e rmining wh e ther th e b e for e- alert time int e rval is e xc e ed e d by said amount of tim e 
that has elaps e d sinc e said last - communication tim e; and 

alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the determination that 
said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said before-alert time interval 
wh e n it is d e t e rmin e d that th e b e for e- alert tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d by said amount of tim e that 
has e laps e d sinc e said last - communication tim e. 

Claim 11 has been amended. 

Claim 1 1 . (Currently amended) An alert control method in a mobile telephone equipment 
having an alert function, comprising: 

registering a name of a person in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone 
equipment by inputting and storing a predetermined time interval associated with said person; 

storing a last-communication time related to said a name of said a person in a phonebook 
database in said mobile telephone equipment immediately after the termination of a telephone 
call to or from said person with said mobile telephone equipment ; 

storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert is inhibited; 

continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 
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reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed elaps e d since said 
last-communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 
greater than or less than said alert-inhibition time period based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount of time value and said alert-inhibition time period; 

d e t e rmining wh e th e r a pr e d e t e rmined tim e interval is e xc e eded by said amount of 
tim e that has e laps e d sinc e said last - communication tim e ; 

alerting wh e n the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the determination 
that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said alert-inhibition time 
period a curr e nt tim e falls out of th e alert - inhibition tim e period and it is d e t e rmin e d that th e 
pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval has e lapsed; and 

inhibiting an alert wh e n th e current tim e falls into th e al e rt inhibition tim e p e riod e v e n if 

it is d e t e rmin e d that th e pred e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval has e lapsed . 

Claim 12 has been cancelled. 

Claims 18-21 have been amended. 

Claim 18. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name of a person 
and a predetermined time interval associated with said person and a last-communication time 
related to said a name of said a perso n, said last communication time being stored immediately 
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after the termination of a telephone call to or from said person with said mobile telephone 
equipment; and 

a controller for continuously preforming the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the mot recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time that has passed is greater 

than or less than said predetermined time interval based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount ot time value and said predetermined time interval; and 

d e termining, bas e d on a curr e nt tim e , wh e th e r a pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is 

e xc ee d e d by an amount of tim e sinc e said last - communication tim e and starting the alert function 
to alert the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the determination that said 
elapsed amount of time that has passed is greater than said predetermined time interval wh e n it is 
d e t e rmin e d that th e pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xce e d e d by said amount of time sinc e said 
last - communication time . 



Claim 1 9. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name for each of a 
plurality of persons and a predetermined time interval associated with each of said plurality of 
persons and a last-communication time related to said a name of each of said a plurality of 
persons , said last communication times being stored immediately after the termination of a 
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telephone call to or from each of said plurality of persons with said mobile telephone equipment , 
wherein the plurality of persons is divided into at least one group; and 

a controller for determining a before-alert time interval for each of the groups, wherein 
the before-alert time interval is a time interval during which communication with a the person in 
a group is not made before alerting, and ^ ^continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if at least one of said names of said plurality of persons has been 

registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said at least one of 

said names; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 

greater than or less than said before-alert time interval based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount of time value and said before-alert time interval; d e t e rmining wh e ther th e b e for e- al e rt 
tim e int e rval is e xce e d e d by an amount of tim e sinc e th e last - communication tim e , and 

starting the alert function wh e n to alert the user of said mobile telephone equipment 
based upon the determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater 
than said it is d e t e rmin e d that th e before-alert time interval is exc ee d e d by said amount of tim e 
sinc e th e last - communication tim e. 

Claim 20. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name of a person, 
a predetermined time interval associated with said person, and a last-communication time related 
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to said a name of said a person immediately after the termination of a telephone call to or from 
said person with said mobile telephone equipment; 

an alert-inhibition timetable storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert is 
inhibited; and 

a controller for continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 

greater than or less than a predetermined time interval; d e termining, bas e d on a tim e , wh e ther a 
pr e d e t e rmined tim e int e rval is e xce e d e d by an amount of tim e sinc e s aid last - communication 
time, 

alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the 
determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said 
predetermined time interval and starting the al e rt function when a current time falls out of the 
alert-inhibition time period and it is d e t e rmin e d that th e pr e det e rmined tim e int e rval has e lapsed 
sinc e said last - communication time , and 

inhibiting an alert when the current time falls into the alert-inhibition time period, 
even if it is determined that the predetermined time interval is exceeded by said elapsed amount 
of time value that has passed since said last-communication time. 

Claim 2 1 . (Currently amended) An alert control method in a mobile telephone equipment 
having an alert function, comprising: 
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registering a name of a person in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone 
equipment by inputting and storing a predetermined time interval associated with said person; 

storing a last-communication time data related to said a name of said a person to 
communicate with in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone equipment immediately 
after the termination of a telephone call to or from said person with said mobile telephone 
equipment in r e spons e to a t e rmination of a call to th e p e rson ; 

continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 

greater than or less than said predetermined time interval based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount of time interval and said predetermined time interval; 

calculating an amount of tim e that has e laps e d sinc e said t e rmination of said call bas e d 
upon said stor e d tim e data; 

d e t e rmining wheth e r said amount of tim e e xc ee ds a pred e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval ; and 

alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the determination that 
said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said predetermined time 
interval wh e n it is d e t e rmin e d that the pr e d e t e rmined tim e int e rval is exc e eded by said amount of 
tim e that has e laps e d without communicating with th e p e rson . 
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Claims 23,25-27 have been amended. 

Claim 23. (Currently amended) An alert control method in a mobile telephone equipment 
having an alert function, comprising: 

registering a name of a person in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone 
equipment by inputting and storing a predetermined time interval associated with said person; 

storing a last-communication time data related to said a name of said a person to 
communicate with in a phonebook database in said mobile telephone equipment immediately 
after the termination of a telephone call to or from said person with said mobile telephone 
equipment ; 

storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert is inhibited; 

continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last 

communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 

greater than or less than said predetermined time interval based upon a comparison of the elapsed 
amount of time value and said predetermined time interval; 

calculating an amount of tim e that has e laps e d sinc e communicating with said person 

bas e d upon said stor e d tim e data; 

d e t e rmining wh e th e r a pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d by th e amount of tim e 

that has e laps e d without communicating with th e p e rson; 
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alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the 
determination that said elapsed amount of time that has passed is greater than said predetermined 
time interval and when a current time falls out of the alert-inhibition time period and it is 
d e termin e d that th e pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d by the amount of tim e that has 
elapsed without communicating with th e person ; and 

inhibiting an alert when the current time falls into the alert-inhibition time period, even if 
it is determined that the predetermined time interval is exceeded by the elapsed amount of time 
value that has passed e laps e d without communicating with the person. 

Claim 25. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name of a person, 
a predetermined time interval associated with said person, and a last-communication time related 
to said a name of said a person immediately after the termination of a telephone call to or from 
said person with said mobile telephone equipment to communicat e with in r e spons e to 
t e rmination of a call to th e p e rson ; and 

a controller for continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert: 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last 

communication time; T 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 
greater than or less than a predetermined time interval; d e t e rmining, bas e d on th e tim e data, 
whether a pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d by said amount of tim e , and 
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alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the 
determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said 
predetermined time interval starting an al e rt function wh e n it is d e t e rmined that th e 
pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d by th e amount of tim e that has e laps e d without 
communicating with th e p e rson . 

Claim 26. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name for each of a 
plurality of persons, a predetermined time interval associated with each of said plurality of 
persons, and a last-communication talk time related to said a name of each of said a plurality of 
persons immediately after to communicate with in r e spons e to a termination of a call to or from 
the person with said mobile telephone equipment , wherein the plurality of persons is divided into 
at least one group; and 

a controller for determining a before-alert time interval for each of the groups, wherein 
the before-alert time interval is a time interval during which communication with a person in a 
group is not made before alerting, and for continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last 

communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is 

greater than or less than a predetermined time interval; d e t e rmining wh e th e r th e b e for e- al e rt tim e 
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int e rval is e xce e ded by an amount of tim e sinc e th e last - communication tim e bas e d upon said 
last communication talk tim e , and 

alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the 
determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said 
predetermined time interval starting th e al e rt function wh e n it is d e t e rmin e d that the b e for e- al e rt 
tim e int e rval is e xc ee ded by th e amount of tim e sinc e th e last - communication tim e. 
Claim 27. (Currently amended) A mobile telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
comprising: 

a phonebook database in said mobile telephone apparatus for storing a name of a person, 
a predetermined time interval associated with said person, and a last-communication time data 
related to said a name of said a person immediately after the termination of a telephone call to or 
from said person with said mobile telephone equipmen t to communicat e with in r e spons e to a 
t e rmination of a call to th e p e rson ; 

an alert-inhibition timetable storing an alert-inhibition time period during which alert is 
inhibited; and 

a controller for continuously performing the following process: 

checking to see if said person's name has been registered for an alert; 

reading a current time of day from a timer; 

reading the most recently stored last-communication time for said person; 

calculating an elapsed amount of time value that has passed since said last- 
communication time; 

making a determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater 

than or less than a predetermined time interval; d e t e rmining, bas e d on th e tim e data, wh e th e r a 
pr e determin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee ded by an amount of tim e that has e laps e d without 
communicating with th e p e rson bas e d upon said stor e d tim e data, 
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alerting the user of said mobile telephone equipment based upon the 

determination that said elapsed amount of time value that has passed is greater than said 
predetermined time interval and starting the al e rt function when a current time falls out of the 
alert-inhibition time period and it is d e termin e d that th e pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e int e rval is e xc ee d e d 
by an amount of tim e that has e laps e d without communicating with th e p e rson , and 

inhibiting alerting the user alert when the current time falls into the alert- 
inhibition time period even if it is determined that said elapsed amount of time value that has 
passed is greater than said predetermined time interval th e pr e det e rmined tim e int e rval is 
e xc ee d e d by an amount of tim e that has e laps e d without communicating with th e person . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1,4-11,13-30 are allowed over the prior art of record 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The instant application is deemed to be directed to a nonobvious improvement over the 
invention patented in Pat. No. 5625683. The improvement comprises an improved and more 
efficient algorithm to implement a call-back reminder system. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Jamal whose telephone number is 571-272-7498. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis A Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 
communications and 571-273-8300 for After Final communications. 
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